
May 2016 - CWU Extended Learning 1

Volume 1    May 2016

Contents

* What is Extended Learning?

* CWU Des-Moines -  Mass
Incarceration Community 
Discussion

* CWU-Lynnwood -
Collaboration Works!

* Social Justice and Human
Rights Dialogue at Eastern
Region Community College
Campuses

* CWU  Pierce County -
Extended Learning is 
Expanding to Serve Our 
Military in Pierce County.

* Continuing Education -
STEM Cats

* Running Start - Expanding
Partnerships around 
Washington State



     The Extended Learning Department provides access to higher education 
pathways to students across the state through the CWU University Centers, 
Dual Admission, Continuing Education, and Running Start program. Our 
programs are designed to help students take the next step in their personal 
journey whether it is to obtain a baccalaureate degree, earn a master’s degree, 
gain professional certification, or enjoy a new adventure.

Extended Learning includes:
     University Centers - Central Washington University’s seven university 
campus locations offer students an opportunity to earn upper division credits 
in select degree areas.
     Dual Admission - Is designed to facilitate the transfer process by 
allowing interested community and technical college students early access to 
CWU advising.
     Continuing Education -  Through Continuing Education, educators can 
fine-tune skills and update their licensure; lifelong learners can expand their 
knowledge; job-seekers can be trained for new positions; and professionals 
can earn degrees or certification to advance in their fields. 

     Running Start - Central Washington University is the state leader in dual 
credit offerings through the Running Start, College in the High School, and 
Cornerstone programs. CWU currently partners with more than 100+ high 
schools across the state to provide high school sophomores, juniors, and 
seniors the opportunity to earn college credit and fulfill high school 
graduation requirements at the same time. 
Thank you for joining us on our new adventure! Enjoy!

Department Spotlight

You may be asking yourself “What is the 
CWU Extended Learning Department?”

"What will you 
EXPLORE 

next?"
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     The CWU-Des Moines University Center hosted a community 
discussion on Tuesday, April 5th, 2016 with Central Washington 
University students, faculty & staff; community college faculty and 
staff; and local community members, the Mass Incarceration 
presentations and discussions were informative and lively. 

     This important evening featured Univeristy of Washington’s Dr. 
Katherine Beckett, King County Councilmember Larry Gossett, Des 
Moines Chief of Police George Delgado, and Career Consultant Ruvin 
Munden. The panel presentations and following discussion was 
moderated by Central Washington University’s Dr. Mike Mulcahy. 
Topics ranged from prison profiteering, school-to-prison pipeline, 
sentencing disparity, historical data, and national data trends down to 
local initiatives, training, and work we can do in the community to begin 
to reverse mass incarceration.
     “I think, as an institution of higher education, it is our responsibility, 
to hold free and public forums like this,” said CWU-Des Moines 
Regional Director Lucas Rucks. “We have a moral obligation to facilitate 
discussions, no matter how uncomfortable at times, where all community 
members can be heard as well as listen.”

     The week-long series included outreach to local student clubs; discussions with 
community college partners; and artist Chris Heard’s exhibit, “The Penitent”, displayed 
in the university center building and then featured that evening at the conclusion of the 
panel and community event.

     “Next up, we have an event on volunteerism with 30 local partners and then I hope to put 
together workshops on local leadership development and activism as well as something in the 
way of career path planning for our student service professionals at the local community 
colleges,” Rucks shared. 

UW’s Dr. Katherine Beckett, King County 
Councilmember Larry Gossett, Des Moines Chief of 

Police George Delgado, and Career Consultant 
Ruvin Munden (left to right) listen to a question 

from the community.

     Many don’t realize the quality resources and programming available at 
extended campuses. Information Technology and Administrative 
Management is one of the fastest-growing programs at the Central 
Washington University  and this carries over to strong enrollment at the 
centers.  CWU-Lynnwood also has a dynamic career services department 
so it’s natural to combine the two programs into one exciting event: 
Information Technology Live Resumes, which was held on May 18, 2016.
     Live resumes are a new technique that spotlight students who are 
prepared and ready to talk with employers.  It's a chance for students to  
introduce themselves and give a 60-second pitch about their skills and 
experience (the soft skills ITAM emphasizes). 

     Prior to the event, students worked one-on-one with career counselor 
Merridy Rennick to prepare. A networking meet and greet with potenital 
employers (FBI, F5, etc) followed the presentations.
     This is a great example of collaborative work between 
academics, activities, Central Washington University, community 
organizations (Worksource), and the community colleges that hosts 
our centers.



Wellington and Tom Spencer, Academic 
Advisor, give a thumbs up to CWU 

Lynnwood.

“The Penitent”
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     This academic year the Eastern Region University Centers have made a 
distinct effort to facilitate conversations and connections surrounding the Social 
Justice and Racial Equality dialogues that have been occurring on the Ellensburg 
campus, and searched for ways we could partner with our community college 
partners where we are co-located.

     In February and March, CWU Yakima partnered with Yakima Valley 
Community College’s Diversity Series programming and coordinated speakers 
to combine with YVCC’s quarterly events. On February 11th, Dr. Nelson 
Pichardo provided a lecture titled “American Prisons and Mass Incarceration. 
March 1st, Dr. Keith Champagne and Saeed Mohamed gave a presentation on 
mass incarceration and the effect on the individual and family. Both of these 
events were well attended (30-50 plus attendees) with YVCC and CWU 
students, and community members.

     CWU Wenatchee collaborated with the Interim Director of Student Programs/
Multicultural Affairs Coordinator at Wenatchee Valley College to partner in the 
YWCA and Wenatchee Valley College “Stand Against Racism” Event on April 
28th. Dr. Roger Schaefer, Assistant Professor in the Law and Justice Department 
provided a lecture titled “Disproportionate Minority Incarceration in the Era of 
Correctional Crisis”. 

     The Eastern Region team is thankful for the participation and support from 
CWU faculty, staff and the Mass Incarceration Steering Committee at these 
events. This type of collaboration with our community college partners 
strengthens our relationships and is a benefit to the communities and students we 
serve throughout the State.

     Central Washington University recently signed a five year MOU (memorandum 
of understanding) with Joint Base Lewis-McChord (JBLM) to provide advisement 
and offer classes at the David L. Stone Army Education Center and at the John D. 
“Bud” Hawk Transition Center beginning Fall 2016.

     Thanks to a proposal written by Dr. Carlo Smith, Chair, Department of 
Economics, Finance and Supply Chain Management, Central Washington 
University will offer a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration/Supply 
Chain Management concentration; a BAS in Supply Chain Management; and an 
undergraduate Certificate in Supply Chain Management.

     Dr. Smith and Judy Colburn, Regional Director, CWU-Pierce County, have been 
working with JBLM administrators since last summer to bring classes to soldiers, 
civilians, veterans and their families.  The Central Washington University  offices will 
be located at the Stone Education Center with several other colleges and universities.  
Colburn will oversee the new extended learning center.  Classes will be held at the 
Hawk Transition Center, minutes away from CWU-Pierce County.  



CWU Wenatchee Event 
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     CWU Continuing Education is 
excited to introduce STEM Cats, a digital 
arts youth summer camp to be offered 
this summer, from June 13th to August 
11th, at the CWU-Yakima center. STEM 
Cats, a digital arts camp for ages 8-14,  
focuses on learning science, technology, 
engineering and math-related topics 
through hands-on, imaginative and 
collaborative experiences.  Each week, 
over the eight weeks, every camp has its 
own topic, from video game animation 
and creation in Week 1: ‘Make Your 
First Video Game’ and creating their 
own mobile app in Week 2: ‘App 
Attack’ to programming and coding in 
Week 4: ‘Code Breakers’.  Camps run 
Monday-Thursday from 9:00 am - 3:00 
pm.  Continuing Education is seeking to 
hire six instructors for STEM Cats: two 
lead instructors for the duration of the 
camp and four assistant instructors to 
teach four separate weekly topics. All 
instructors will need to complete online 
training prior to ensure they know the 
curriculum and lesson plan for each 
camp. 

     The College in the High School (CiHS)/Cornerstone program; which is 
part of the Running Start (RS) program has seen an increase in credits in 
lieu of state funding issues at the legislative level. With decreased state 
funding over the next 2 years, the RS staff has been working with high 
schools and transitioning those that had received this state funding in the 
past, to CWU’s private pay/Cornerstone model. Although this does cause 
out of pocket expenses for families, the cost vs benefit has been appealing 
for schools and families as our credits and course offerings continue to 
expand. 

    The staff has continued to develop new partnerships this year and has 
increased the total to 100 high schools and 300 teachers across the state of 
Washington. With more than 500 course offerings, the office has 
processed over 6,500 registrations and has totaled 30,000+ credits to high 
school students.

     Program Development for Continuing Education continues, as we cultivate 
relationships with potential program partners and instructors. Maggie Mendoza 
and Katie Kuntz, Program Managers for Continuing Education, have recently 
partnered with the Unmanned Vehicle Institute to offer a beginner’s class on 
Drones at the Ellensburg campus. This course will attract both hobbyists and 
those interested in utilizing drones in industries such as agriculture, wind 
energy and construction.  We are offering this course July 16th - 17th, 2016. 



"STEM Cats"
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